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8 August 1958 


NEMORANDUM FOR: Special Assistant to the Director 
ee _ for Planning and Development 







THROUGH : Director of Administration, = 
SUBJECT : Be ria to Brief Director, Inf. 


ee Velo General Arno H. toehnan) 





, discussed 
» Director 


1. On 7 August 1958 ir. 
with you my desire to brief 
of Information Services, USAF, . oa Project CORONA, 


Mi yarpees: fot my ewpiseting tite sotice ts thet Gensel 








has been puch © fast ahoust of opel somsent male Sencaning @ ae 
WS-117L program and why various trade magazines have carried such 
accurate stories about its purpose and features. 


kh, I believe it would be to our advantage to brief. 
sopomssonashired angighind pecoghenbigebrdtomty trometer 4 








plan of publicity more in th our ow “prepared coves” 
General Luehman has held  hpmeatart pis ‘for several years cs : 
ee ee undesired” pe 
for that project. been Very sccetive = ‘to oasis ofver 

in ihe Gant aed den aaa be more than willing to cooperate with 
us on matters perteining to Project CORONA. 


5. I have taken the liberty to discuss this matter with the 
Security Officer and the latter has indicated his agreement with the 
need for a briefing. Knowing how difficult it is to reach General 


Declaselfied and Released by the NR © 


In Accordance with E.0- 12058 —FGESEERET— 


n7 A 
Of ome —- NOW 2G 








Luehman, I have arranged an appointment in advance of your decision 
for 11 A.M. Monday, 11 August 1958. ‘This appears to be the only avail- 
able opportunity of seeing General Iuehman during the forthcoming 

week. I feel this is an extremely urgent matter ae 
your early comments concerning the proposed briefing. Should you 

have a desire to discuss this publicity plan in more detail, I would | 
be most happy to express my own thoughts verbally at your chaveniense’ 
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CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 


TITLE: 


58-A-3 THE WS-117L PROGRAM 


REFERENCES: ARPA Memorandum to Secretary of the Air Force, dated 28 


L~- at 
Vasic 
en te 


Feorusry 1958, Subject: "Reconnaissance Satellites and 
Menned Spece Exploration”. — 


I u 
Or 7Enisavions: 
ee re er EE 


Air Research and Development Command 


Stretepa 


tc Air Commend 


Air Devease Counmend 

sir Keteriel Camand 

Military Air Trensporé Comand 
Air Training Command 

Aleskan Air Comnand 


U. 





S. Information Agency 


Lockheed Aircraft Corporetion 


ae = CSGEC TIVES 


Ge 


: hon Ri ae mage Te RE nt 
Within the limits of Besasttys.. to infos + the American public... 2. 





(and the world) of the facts and significance of the wT ce 
program. es aie a 


tts yh METRE a eas 


reek pa 


To establish en orderly flow of news Pe WBeL17L 
activities to preuote media coverage and speculation favoreble 
%o the objectives of this plea. To discourege speculation in 
the press which would lead to the affixation of labels such as 
"BIG BROTEER”™ ond "SPY" to the WS-lL7L prosrem. 





To sho that the NO-LL71L is a most effective weapons system 
anG; aS such, is inextricably interwoven In the U. S. weapons 
azsenal. 


To advance the proposition that reconnaissance setellites ere 
an extension cf air power. 


—~6-5-6-- 3-3 — 





f. Through utilization of military and USIA infonnmation ree 
sources throughout the world, to contribute to world accept- 
ance of President Eisenhower's Open Skies propogel and to 
directly prazote the WSe117L progrem es « cessive guardian of 
world peace. 


2. SITUASTOS 


@. Becksround 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Air Force cognizance of the probability of orbiting 
ersificial satellites detes beck to 1946 when the USAF 
directed the RAND Corporation to undertske a sidy to 
eiernine the technical feasability of euch a progrem. 
The first major breakthrough came in 1953 when the USAF 
Scientific Advisory Board reported to the Air Staff that 
high yield thermonuclear weapons could be produced in 
warheads of amail weights and sizes. This technical 
breakthrough accelerated the development of the ICBY 
program. It folloved that since the propulsion ee 
quirement for plecing a satellite in orbit is the 
order of megnitude as that required for an ae os 





mit of. SEK 56) 
Board report, the Atlas (iCnO progren was aeorad the ~ 
highest priority in the Air Force. In 1955, General 
Operational Requirement (GOR) 80 established a Strategic 
Reconnaissance Weapons System. The stated operational 
objective - to provide continuous surveillence cf pre» 
selected areas of the earth to determine the status of a-- °° 
potential enemy's waremaking capability. al oe RB tt Hine ae 


ARDC, which hed inherited the RAND study program in 1993, _ eee 
assigned the satellite project to its Ballistic Missile - ~~! 
Division in 1955. The Development Plan for WS-l117L wes — 
approved in July 1956 and wes followed shortly by support- 

ing develomment directives. In October 1956, the develop- 
ment stege of the W5-117L program got underwey with the 

gwerd of a contract to Lockheed Aircraft Corporation for 
Gevelopment end testing of the systen. 


On 28 Februery 1958, the newly-created Advanced Research 
Prejects Agency, Departunent of Defense, which had been 


SSorrs— 





ee deeded 





projects, formally assigned responsibility for the 
WS-117L progrem to the Air Force and ordered the 

project accelerated and cerrled forward under the high- 
est national priority in order to attein an initial oper- 
ational capebility at the earliest possible date. 


be. ‘The Weapons Systen 


(2) 


WS-117L consists of a number of separate systems de~ 
acts to preduce cperational reconnaissence satellites. 

& include the Pioneer visual and Electronic versions; 
Aavenieed Visual and Electronic; and Surveillance Visual, 
Thrr-area and Electronic versions. Including the Thor end 
Atles Test Yersions, a total c? 76 satellites will be 
leunched over a sie# year period. The test version covers 
19 launchings, 10 Thor and 9 Atlast. 


(2) The WS5-117L Satellite will be known as the “Guardian”. 


EXECUTION 





challenge 
program. A revolutionary rrr yred daveloement <4 
is geared to serve the major weapons systems in 
tine of war. In tire of peace, it would detect 
preparetions for war and no netion would be free fran 


its surveillance. ee re ee ee ee 


(>) ‘The farereaching potential ofthe WS-117L program 
as & psychological factor in the cold war demands 


Preparation to insure the achievement of =... 


optimm. é 

. Bpecific objectives critical to national policy. 
Tavs, an information Plan, though cctensibly 
directed at informing the Americen public and mini- 
mizing unwarranted specuiation in the Nation's 
press, can prove to be of incelcenulable value in set- 
ting the stege for ths attainmens of these objectives. 


(c) It 40 recognized thet crucial decisions involved in 
masinizing the psychological import of the program 
wil. in ceme instances be beyond the purview of the 
Air Force. But, because of the impect here and 
aoread whien must inevitably follow the controlled 














dissemination of official news relating to the pro- 
gram, these factors are considered in the basic in- 
formation plan. 


(2) Phasing 


(a) This plan will be implemented in three phases: 
1. Paase ONE ~ The Thor Test Version Serics. 
2. Presse TWO - The Atlas Test Version Series. 
3. Phase THREE ~ The Operational Serics. 
a. The Pioneer Version 
be. The Advanced Version 
c. The Surveillance Version 


(3) She General Plan 


(a) ‘Information generated by this plen embraces two 
interereleted areas: 

1. The hard core news of the operation itself, ame 
phasizing spot news in reference to preparation 
and performance of firing operations. 

2. The release of specific information calculated 





suosequent PHASES of the program. The absence of plane 
ned ond reguler releases will not prevent publicity 
on the project. Yo tae contrary, as in the case to 
date, it has resulted in mich speculation and errona- 
eous writing in the press, giving rise to palitically ..... 
unfavorable connotations such as "Big Brother" and 

"Spy". It is important, therefore, that all” FYeleas-~ oa 
es consistently and accurately reflect the objectives 

of this plan and that all contacts with the press be-2-«-2 
administered in a highly professional manner. — 





(c) Security considerations, international political 
factors and the need to inform the American public 
cambine to affect the presentation of this program 
to the public. Because of these diverse pressures, 
this trlan calls for a gradual approach to the 
eccamplisimments of the cbjectives listed in Para. 1. 
In FHASE ONE, primary empbasis will be pleced upon 
peaceful scientific research conducted by the 
orbiting satellites in the study of environmental 
conditions and the intricate testing program in- 
volved in ieunching and orbiting test vehicles. 
PHASE TWO (Atlas stage) will move closer to the 


orc rest 
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wivitess aeqesta Ue ts sek eek tee VL LLL ete . 
scientific research and test procedures. The successful 
orbit of the first PHASE THREE (operational) vehicle 
will be exploited to the fullest extent. Exploitation 
will contimue throughout PHASE THREE. Perticular atten- 
tion will be accorded oversees coverage end maximum. 
ccoperation will be provided the United States Informa- 
tion Agency. Ccopmencing with PHASE THRES, objectives of 
this plan listed in Paras l.e and 1.£ will be provided 
additional emphasis. 


{) The Thor Test Version Series (mas one) 





General 


1. The Thor test sefies, toteling 10 monthly launchings 
is scheduled to begin in November 1958 and will 
initiate the accelerated WS-11L7L program. 


2. Primary objectives of PHASE ONE are to establish the 
premise that the Thor series is.a test phase and to 
set the stage for PRASE TWO ~ the Atlas series of 
nine launchings haga to begin in June 1959. 





search conducted by erin aateliites in = 
of environmental conditions. This will be ine 
cluded in ali appropriate releases, speeches end 
interviews. 
REESE HS Soh AE Cie 5 aera 
de Reference to potentiality of the weap kc 








be male ts ete cin Sees Ge 
Search results to divert PHASE ONE emphasis. 


(bo) Specific 


1. ive basic press releases will initiate PHASE ONE and 
tae general approach to the over-all WSell17L informa- 
tion program. These releases will be issued on 
epyropriate dates selected by the Director of Informa- 
tion Services, Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Foree, and approved by the Asst. Secretary of Defense 
for Public Affairs. They will include: 


a Background and acceleration of the program. 








be 


5. 





be. Air soncectuaintty qean 

ec. Cooke Test Base 

a. Test Fecilities Static Tests (Ground firing of 
rocitet enzines) 

@. Gonstruction of Prachi: Stavions. 


bo 3 Ka eel seaite . ne | sary pn cei 
No uixther anncudeemcry cr 2 WLLL be n@ce Wri 
Pl es he x 2 - oy 
one Liyst suceessful Prins 
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Subject to supervision by the Director of Informeticn 
Services, Office of the Seeretary cP wes AGP P SEC» 
tie Air Rocearen and Developme Cemanné (ballistic 
iiissiles Division end the Air Force Hissilie Test 
Gorter) will centres press cteretions relative to 
sonnei Curing FEASH Tend ITI. Re tid 








eSpuwsibility for 
26S oS eas ae wii be trensfexrrec from ARDC to 
the Strategic Air Command in PHASE iii. An Augmentsc- 
OSCR rom, selceted by the Dissccter of Informosica 
Sexviess, will supplement the DED tress tash force 
and win’ "be in a position, alons with necessary 
equirment, three (3) deys prior to the first sehed- 
as Tor leunching. The Augzertetion Team vwili be 
ssigned to ARDC end SAC for duty in subsequent 
renee as necessary. 





procedures established by the Departaeat ot Defense. 
Coverage of the first successful. Leunching wiil be 
@ nicnekey cfYorh and ail necessary steps will be 
Gruen to insur: reeessary pre=dispecitioning of 
informational resources. Upon completion of the 
first successful shot, an evaluation will be made 
concerning informational aspects of the operation. 
Deficiencies will. be noted and ee action 
taken. : . 


&. Ro rescurces of the Auctentation Tean v a0 be 
acdressed primarily to haretoim releases, feature 
maverial end those facets of information which 
can be Geveloped to favorable atventege for dise 
gph sane eaproed in conjunction with the U. 

o:metion Agency. Felesszes irill imeludces st 
piemise nd captioned press relecses, LGan 
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and transparencies for newspaper, periodicals 
and Sunday supplement use. 


Db. Eomotorm releases will idectify (1) the test 
firing locale through visual or audio mesos; 
(2) the mission within the Air Force freme of 
reference; (3) the in@ividvals, te inclinide cr- 
genieetion and ame edésess; end, (4) the task 
the individusl, or individwais is performing. - 
All heretewn releases will be vreesssed as 
rapicly es capabilities permit to take full. ad- 
ventage ef timing. 


QO 
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Key Air Porce officers, sclertisis enc tecnri-«- 
cinns will D2 evellable Por rediea inteiviers. 
Pertinent ecenned statensnts, along with brief 
biographies, will be disseminsted as eppropricte. 
When vrecticable - depending uron length of satcllite 
oroit end status of tracking facilities - press tours 
will be established at selected tracking stations to 
éramatize tracking coverage and highlignt the scler- 
tific research aspects of the orbiting satellite. 


In firing operations in which sckeduled orbiting 
times are to be of such short duration as-to:create-% 





Should failure cecur in any of the firings, a 
mourtine announcement will be made pramptliy, calling 
Becention to the next sehedulec firing. Specilic 
Tiring dates, however, will not be released in ad- 
vance. 


ag 


Special Yeatures, speeches and interviews with 
praninent scientists affiliated or knowledgeable : 
with the WS-L17L program will emphasize the contri- 
vusion to scientific research in being by tine 
sosellite presren in the Pield oF enviroumentel spece 
sidies. 


Providing the first Teor firing is suceessful, the 
second Ther firing ané the remsinder of the series 
Will be pleysd in medium to low key as the situction 
VOXTaNts » 


ioe — 2a a a aa 


“34 geo 





(5) The Atlas Test Version Series (PHASE IZ) 
(2) 


sesre 


() 


os sera nstie the syetel’ 


General 

SeRSeeS Sys 

1. hee Atlas test series, schetuled to hezin in 
Fane 1959, will consisy of nize rontntir 
lessens from Patrick AFS, Flovids. Toeis 


phese will swn concurrently vith tho inst three 
Lernechings of PHASE I. 


2. Primary cbjective of Faage IE is w (cc) camilete 
tae transitions <tran the testing phase to the 
Crernvional puase, and (b) to estaniish G32 CCrie 
petence of the Atlas booster to project neavy 
loeds into space. 


a» Selentifie research will coctimue to bo ele 
phasised, but this paase will aiso merze « 
more dePined approach to the ultimate use of 
the WSeL17L a8 & weapend systen. 


1. nerve will be no spell-cui of the progran, 
but press. releases and announcements 






and peaceful: implication “of the program a 


Svecifics 


ot 
ai 


— pencimerk will be the Lesueace of a national 

& zselease at the time the Atlas is moved into 
nines at Patrick AFB, scheduled for April. 1959. 
This release which will include newspaper, radio . 
television end newsreel coverage, will indicate 
that the Atlas will boost a far greater weight. 
into orbit. 


pe) 


. Freec procedures ane planning impicnentetion for 
tae first successful Atias Niring wili te based 
upen the evaluation results of the informationsl 
effort accorded the successful, Thor firing in 
FaASS I. 


2. Press seleases wili differ fren those dissane 
inated in PHASE IT tc the extens that thoy will. 
closely sGheve te the oojecsives listed in 

Porecrenks (5){a)2 ebove. — agraph 5, 

page F will agply vo the second successful 

Atles Siriag. 
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Exhibits of the satellite ee 
pleceG. in key cities thronghout the Unti 


Stat Ss ant Europe. fAnqber ot exhibits enc 
Zocaticns will be sclecten at a later ante 
enc announcea to perbicipating egezeies by 


Neer aloes, 
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henéied in routine Sain with. « minimam of news 
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12 operiticnai caries censisc: of the Pioneer 
° Sroien, 


Aévenccd Yersicn and Susveilias 


were gue “J pon BAN as of 
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total of 57 satellite 
cunchingss, The first lounching (Pioneer) 
is acheduled for Marck 1950. The breakdown 
ealls for 11 Satellites in the Pioneer version; 
15 Acvanceé. Versions; and 3 of the most 
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aI pymeremn 


Exbfeet to 4 the mrpervision on the Director of 
SONSEE: OO. cory 3.685, Secretasy oF the Alp Foreo: 
GAG LLL condue’ % press erties iS redative to 


firings during PHASE ITI. . 


It can be anticipated thet the number, of satellites 
in oroit by 1960 will be so mumerous as to make sat- 
ellite lsenchings commonplace. insofar as press 
SsGarest i8 concerned. Wevertheless. coverage of 
ww waa limmening in PEASE ELL wilhi be «. nign 

iicey QL Tort, beceuse ex the nature of the procran, 


Cotes i) insure 


cod Ohh ucecasarr sters will be teken to 
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lenncthing of the first WS-1LT:, onpereticaci 
vehicle ¢nitieting FRASE TTI, cvelustion 


of FaéSr: I and PEASE TE will be re} 
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(1) The Director of Infoxmaticn Seavrices: GEE: 
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(a) In ccondinstion with the Assistant Seerctary of 
Defense for Public Affaire and the Acvenceé Research 
Projects Agency (ARPA), monitor the execution of 
this plan and supervise the issuance of press ree 





(c) Establish Air Force policy governing all information- 
al espects of the WS-lL7L progran. 


ay pile S te CA : 4. = Pic eat ine cs wan pga eaaee oe 
(2). Bees sah oid Sarde procedures Uuwolving, sscumiy 


(e) Deteil e mmber of selected officers and airmen to 
form an Augmentation Team to be assigned to ARDC 
(Ballistic Missiles Division) Air Force Missile 
Test Center and SAC on temporary duty for the 
purpose of carrying cut various aspects of this 


plex. 


Qa process propesad oo erticies for 
= the period of this pls 
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fe tet 
(i) Enivicte press weours at selected trac’z ns steuLens. 


Se a 


(2) 


(3) 





(2) 


(2) 


(3) 





(3) Direct the exhibit placement operation es cited in 
Paragraph 3. 


The Air Research and Development Command (EMD, AFMIC) will: 


(a) Subject to instructions by the Director of Information 
Services, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, 
conduct press operations relative to satellite vehicle 
lmmehings in PHASE I and Ti. 


(>) Prepare necessary press releases end other inform 
ational material as cited in Paragraphs 4 thra 10 


(pages 7 and 8) and paragraph 5 (page 9). 


The Air Defense Camand, Military Air Transport Commend, 
Air Training Command, Alaskan Air Command, CINCUSAFE and 


vide logistical and administrative support to 
bers of the Augmentation Team and members of the 





The Director of Information Services, Office of the 
Secretary of the Air Force, will effect close coordi- 
nation with the Director, Advanced Research Projects 
Agency, Department of Defense in the implementation of 
this plan. : 


Full coordination wlll be effected with the U. 8. Navy, 
Point Magu on activities emiloying the Point Magu Range. 


Provision will be made to assure that the spirit and 
insofar as applicable, the terms of Assistant Secretary 
of Defense Murray Snyder's 1 March 1958 Memorandum for 
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the Secretaries of the Amy, Kavy and Air Force, subject: 
“Procedure for Press Coverage of Firings at the Missile 
Test Center, Cape Canaveral, Floride,” be followed. 


(%) Credit in press releases will be given +o prime and sub- 
contractors, cocperating on the WS-LL7L program, whenever 
practicable. ‘This plan will be fully ccordinated with 
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, which, as prime contractor 
has the responsibility of providing press and informationel 
assistance to implementing egencties. 


kh. ADMINTSTRATION 
a. Security 
(1} The provisions of AFR 205-1 apply. 
(2} Procedures normally in effect in conjunction with public 
information activities will apply to all individual 
actions taken in the implenentation of this plan. 


(3) ‘The general nature of information to be protected is: 


Re ee 
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(4) Data etiesiie effectiveness of the system. . 
(4) Derolanentation of this pian will be monitored by an Air 
Force Security Review project officer who will provide 
necessary guidance end se — bs hee oan 
(5) CoMaND AND sinmat, : 
Direct commnications with this h eadquarters jas 


POR THE CHIEF OF STAFF: 








ARNO H. LUEHMAN 
Mejor Generel, USAF 
Director of Informeticn Service 
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